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NUCLEAR INITIATIVES FOR THE OTTAWA SUMMIT

develop nuclear power as a critical element in reducing oil
dependence of Summit countries. These Summits also stressed
the need to seek ways to decrease global proliferation risks
that may be associated with Such development. These general
expressions of political will have been useful, The Ottawa
Summit will want to reaffirm commitment of Summit countries

to nucléar bower to cooperate closely in international efforts
to réduce proliferation risks, and to seek ways to ensure re-
liable and pPredictable nuclear supply to countries that share

our non-proliferation objectives, However, if the Ottawa

A. Nuclear Safety

Concern with nuclear safety is perhaps the single most

important impediment to increased nuclear development. It is
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will have to recognize these constraints.

Suggested Approach

One possible initiative that would place a Summit focus
on international cooperation in day-to-day health and safety
considerations, would be for the Summit to propose the con-

vening of an eéxperts group (under IAEA auspices in collabora-

tion with the OECD) to review and upgrade international health

and safety standards for reactor operation. Such standards

could then be used, at each country's discretion, as guidelines
in developing standards for national procrams. The OECD and

the IAEA already have such standards but it would be useful to
upgrade these in a formal and visable way as a consequence of
experience and improved procedures resulting from investigations
of TMI and other nuclear incidents, It would, of course, be
essential that there be no inference that the experts findings

would be obligatory on part1c1pat1ng nations; rather they should

be recommendations that would be taken into account by countries

in formulating ang upgrading their national standards,
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of information in the field of nuclear safety. Such a conven-
tion shoulg involve no obligations On the Partjeg to give or
accept assistance, but Simply Provide for information exchange,
Points of contact in each participating country for both routine
and emergency situations, and immunity from liability in the

event of assistance. The us has, in fact, already drafted a
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physical protection of nuclear materials. This approach has
served quite well in increasing international awareness of
the need for effective pPhysical protection measures in pro-
viding a basis for effective national physical protection
Systems as well as in allaying public concerns about the ade-
quacy of phvsical protection of nuclear materials. A similar
approach in the health ang safety area could pe equally useful.

B. Nuclear Waste Management

Concerns with nuclear waste management/disposal are, of
course, closely related to public health and safety concerns
and rank second only to concerns about a repeat of TMI.

The problem of nuclear waste is a difficult one. At

the technical level, the scientific community is beconing

ments. Several governments, international Oorganizations,
and distinguished private groups have recently reviewed the
waste disposal issue and reached similar conclusions, A
strong endorsement of these conclusions by Summit countries,
in combination with concrete steps to improve coordination
and public awareness of international and national efforts,
should provide a useful forward Step for dealing with this

area of public concern.
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